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I. Institute for Electronic Participation (1)I. Institute for Electronic Participation (1)

 Established in 2007 in Ljubljana
 The first Slovene NGO profesionaly focusing on 

eDemocracy, eParticipation and eGovernance 
http://www.inepa.eu/

 Areas of work:
- technical implementation, management and 
facilitation of open source e-participation tools; 
- eParticipation research and expertise; 
- eParticipation advocacy, promotion and 
education



  



  

I. Institute for Electronic Participation in 2009 (2)I. Institute for Electronic Participation in 2009 (2)

 21 on-line debates, consultations, petitions, polls and 
video chat rooms with more than 3000 active 
participants in 2009

 associative member of the Pan European eParticipation 
Network (PEP-NET) and member of the Central and 
Eastern European Citizens Network (CEE CN)

 published 4 expert articles and made 7 presentations at 
international conferences 

 listed among key actors in eParticipation developments 
in the EU (European eParticipation Study)



  



  

II. Which ICT tool for which democracy?II. Which ICT tool for which democracy?

                                  Models of democracy 
 Elitist-

competitive 
Legalist Pluralist Plebiscitary Participatory 

e-access x x x x x 
e-petition    x x 
e-consultation  x x  x 
e-voting x   x  
e-referendum    x  
e-forum x  x  x 
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e-poll x x  x  
 

Source: Delakorda S., 2006.



  

II. Dimensions of political participationII. Dimensions of political participation

4 dimensions of political participation (Hagen 
1996, 66): 

-  information-seeking and keeping abreast with 
the issues (informed citizens) 

-  active political discussion with other citizens
-  voting
 - political activity (citizens initiatives & campaigns, 

volunteering, party & interest groups 
membership)



  

II. Democratic limitations of E-parliamentII. Democratic limitations of E-parliament 

 Representative democracy is about electronic 
democratization:

- decisions made by elected officials on behalf of citizens 
- politics as usual (no radical changes since 18th century)
- information access & transparency as ICT component
 Critics: voter apathy, lack of thrust & legitimacy, 

technocracy, business models etc.  
 New processes of democratization of democracy by 

participatory and deliberative democracy and its ICT 
components (web 2.0) 



  

III. Cases of parliamentary e-participationIII. Cases of parliamentary e-participation

1. Information access & transparency   
http://www.sobranie.mk/en/

2. Discussion & interactivity
http://www.evropske-razprave.si 

http://www.sobranie.mk/en/
http://www.evropske-razprave.si/
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Consultations with MEPsConsultations with MEPs

Debates with MEPsDebates with MEPs

Results:Results:
1.000+ posts1.000+ posts
1.000+ 1.000+ 
visitors/monthvisitors/month
3 consultations3 consultations
6 debates6 debates
5 reports5 reports
15 MEPs 15 MEPs 
feedbacksfeedbacks



 to je test 13Inštitut za Elektronsko Participacijo



  

IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (1)IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (1)

► increasing e-information to citizens for decision making; 
► enhancing e-consultation for deliberative and participatory processes;
► supporting e-decision making by increasing the input of citizens in decision making. 
Source: United Nations. 2010. E-Government Survey 2010: Leveraging E-government at a Time of Financial and Economic Crisis. 
Available at http://www2.unpan.org/egovkb/global_reports/10report.htm. 



  

IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (2)IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (2)



  

IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (3)IV. E-participation developments in SEE region (3)



  

V. Towards SEE regional eDemocracy approach?V. Towards SEE regional eDemocracy approach?

1.) eParticipation is a political priority of the European  
Commission:

   - 2006-2008: eParticipation iniciative (7. FP, 21 projects, 12 
million €)

   - 2009: ICT Policy Support Programme (7 million €)

2.) New 7. FP calls in 2011

3.) Opportunities to: 

  - narrow the gap between EU members states and candidates 
countries in the eParticipation domain

  - address common regional issues on cross-border basis

  - further development of eParticipation in the region and 
strengthening collaboration among stakeholders. 



  

VI. Conclusions

1. Recognizing organized civil society (non-governmental 
organisations) as a relevant actor in the area of 
eParticipation/eDemocracy. 

2. Modern democracy is a multitude of coexisting models 
of democracy (acknowledging eParticipation as social, 
cultural and political issue – interdisciplinary approach).

3. E-parliament is not only about information access & 
transparency but also but discussion & interactivity with 
citizens.

4. SEE region has a unique eParticipation potential in 
relation to the western Europe (regional approach to 
eDemocracy).



  

Thank you!

Institute for Electronic Participation - INePA 

Povšetova ulica 37

1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

simon.delakorda@inepa.si 

www.inepa.eu
http://sl-si.facebook.com/zavod.inepa 

http://twitter.com/simondelakorda

mailto:simon.delakorda@inepa.si
http://www.inepa.eu/
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http://twitter.com/simondelakorda
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